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might have done some good, it could only do immeasurable harm in India, where it was not possible to give these remedies to the people It was wicked for anybody to suggest these remedies for India when India could not understand these methods in any shape or form.
Q,      Would Mr   Gandhi state briefly on what principle a   strong,  stable Executive could be framed  for  India?
Mr. Gandhi replied that a strong, stable Executive Government could best be framed by getting strong, stable hearts, and there was no dearth of such hearts in India He had not dwelt on the political side, because the future of India as he had been picturing it, did not admit of much political treatment The cure of the disease of economic misery was economic, but he was dabbling in politics because it was impossible to deal with economics unless he also dealt with politics He had given his political faith from many platforms, and had taken it for granted that the audience knew the principles which guided Congress, but he was willing to give his political faith again if desired. He believed with Tolstoy that that country was best governed which was governed the least, and if Congress had its way, the politician would not be allowed to invade the privacy and sanctity of the home, but would be called upon to keep his place
Q, How far was the very honourable attitude of the Brahmin reformers shared by caste Hindus throughout the country?
Mr   Gandhi     said the attitude was very largely shared by   those   who called themselves  Congressmen, but there    was  very great headway to make The harvest was ripe, but the labourers were    undoubtedly few    There were a few  thousand,  whilst  tens  of     thousands  were  needed in order to get rid  of the corruption which had injured the fibre of the nation.   He could say   with assurance   that  untouchabihty  was  going  fast,   because   some   had   given  up their lives,  and counted   them of   no cost,  in   order  to   remove   that curse Either Hinduism would be broken to bits or untouchabihty   would   disappear before many years were past
The Chairman then asked Mr Gandhi if he would be good enough to say something more about the political situation.
Mr Gandhi said that the Congress wanted nothing short of complete political independence, and therefore complete control over the army, foreign relations and finance. The easiest method of getting at Congress mentality was to step into Indian shoes and imagine the English transported on to India and Indians inhabiting Great Britain. If the Indian inhabitants of the British Isles then said, "You are not fit to govern yourselves; we shall have to see whether you can handle your army or defend yourselves from the hordes that will descend on you from China, Tibet, Afghanistan or Russia,'* the British would say, "We can take care of ourselves, or at any rate we shall try." The most that could happen would be that the Indians, as a nation, would be wiped out of existence. The iron had entered the souls of thousands of